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Industrial Hemp Legal Definition 

• Industrial Hemp is defined in both California & Federal law 

• California Food & Agricultural Code (81000):  

 "Industrial hemp" or “Hemp” means an agricultural product, whether growing or not, that is limited to types 

 of the plant Cannabis sativa L. and any part of that plant, including the seeds of the plant and all 

 derivatives, extracts, the resin extracted from any part of the  plant, cannabinoids, isomers, acids, salts, 

 and salts of isomers, with a delta-9 tetrahydrocannabinol concentration of no more than 0.3 percent on a 

 dry weight basis. 

• Industrial Hemp is also defined in the California Health & Safety 

Code (11018.5): 
 (a) “Industrial hemp” means a crop that is limited to types of the plant Cannabis sativa L. having no more than 

 three-tenths of 1 percent tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) contained in the dried flowering tops, whether growing or 

 not; the seeds of the plant; the resin extracted from any part of the plant; and every compound, manufacture, 

 salt, derivative, mixture, or preparation of the plant, its seeds or resin produced therefrom. 

 (b) Industrial hemp shall not be subject to the provisions of this division or of Division 10 (commencing with 

 Section 26000) of the Business and Professions Code, but instead shall be regulated by the Department of Food 

 and Agriculture in accordance with the provisions of Division 24 (commencing with Section 81000) of the Food 

 and Agricultural Code, inclusive. 
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Industrial Hemp Biology 
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Industrial Hemp Biology 
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Industrial Hemp –  
Registration Requirements 

• Registration application and fee must be submitted to 

county agriculture department, who reviews and 

approves the application 

 

• Requirements continue to evolve but are relatively 

simple compared to cannabis cultivation: 

• Criminal history report for grower and business 

partners 

• Approved hemp cultivar 

• Signage required 
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Industrial Hemp –  
Sampling & Testing Requirements 

• Official samples must be taken by 3rd party following 
regulatory protocol 
 

• THC levels are then tested by a certified lab 

 

• If THC levels are in compliance, grower has 15 – 30 days to 

harvest 

 

• If THC levels exceed legal threshold, crop can be re-sampled 

one additional time 

 

• If crop does not meet 0.3% THC legal requirement, it must be 

destroyed 
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Industrial Hemp –  
Sampling & Testing Requirements 
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Cannabis & Industrial Hemp –  
Requirements in San Luis Obispo County 

• Cannabis permanent ordinance passed by the Board of Supervisors 

in November 2017 

 

• Industrial hemp was specifically excluded from the cannabis 

ordinance and added to the “crop production and grazing” definition 

 

• With the passage of the 2018 Federal Farm Bill, industrial hemp is 

removed from the Controlled Substances Act list 

 

• Industrial hemp can now be grown legally if in accordance with State 

program and Federal law 

 

• California began accepting industrial hemp commercial cultivation 

applications in April 2019 
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Cannabis & Industrial Hemp –  
Requirements in San Luis Obispo County 

• In June 2019, an urgency ordinance restricting hemp cultivation was 

passed by the San Luis Obispo County Board of Supervisors 

 

• That urgency ordinance was largely in response to concerns of odor and 

potential conflicts with existing vineyards and wineries 

 

• In May 2020, a permanent industrial hemp ordinance was enacted, 

taking effect in June 2020  

 

• The permanent ordinance contains numerous restrictions in land use 

ordinance that make it difficult to qualify, especially for outdoor 

cultivation 

 

• Hemp cultivation registrations have dropped to just a handful of growers 
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San Luis Obispo County –  
Industrial Hemp Ordinance 

• Restrictions on outdoor cultivation: 

• Parcels must be zoned Agriculture or Rural Lands 

• Cultivation sites must be 400 acres or greater 

• Cultivation area must be setback 2,000 feet from adjacent 
property lines and 1 mile from an URL/VRL 

 

• Cultivation is prohibited in the Edna Valley AVA 

 

• Rules for indoor hemp cultivation are much less restrictive 

 

• Cultivation sites over the Paso Robles groundwater basin 
must also meet agricultural water offset requirements 
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Pesticide Use on Cannabis & Hemp 
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Pesticides Exempt from EPA Tolerance Levels 
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Pesticides Allowed for Use on Cannabis –                                                    
Both Exempt from Tolerance and Broad Label Directions 
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QUESTIONS? 
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