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Welcome

Members of the Public

Members of the Bar

Office Staff and Administration



Why have we scheduled these meetings?

We wish to promote access to justice to all 
people in our community

Through efficient, but thorough procedures

Administered with the highest ethical standards

Achieving this will require 
feedback from the 

community, litigants, 
paralegals, attorneys, your 

staff and court staff. 



Plan for today:

Status of trial backlog, new FL 
standing order (EMC)

In-Person RFO Calendars

Minor’s Counsel -- $$$

Requirement to provide CR’s at 
DV hearings

Recalling Bench Warrants 



One minor change re 
Dissomaster 
language.



Status of trial backlog – January v. August
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Our calendars are looking better every week.

It benefits us. We have a more manageable caseload 
and can give cases the time and attention they need.

It benefits you. Quicker access to the court, more 
predictable calendars. Reduction of “bumping.”

It benefits the public. Access to justice. More 
time with the bench officer if needed. BUT…



Despite the Standing Order, you are still required to meet 
and confer before your RFO is called per CRC rule 5.98 
unless it is a DV.

These meet and confers really help move our cases along 
and get people some badly needed orders.



In-Person RFO 
Calendars for 
D 7 and D 11

starting 11.13.23 
and  11.20.23 

respectively

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

AM D11 RFO SM-4 SM-2 SM-3/P-1 SC's

PM D7 RFO SM-4

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

AM D11 RFO TRIAL D-11 DV's DCSS Cal. SC's

PM TRIAL TRIAL TRIAL

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

AM TRIAL TRIAL TRIAL TRIAL SC's

PM D7 RFO TRIAL TRIAL TRIAL

RFO’s

D 11 Trials

D 7 Trials

Zoom court appearances will generally not be granted solely because an 
attorney is double set in another courtroom, in trial in another county close 
in time to the RFO calendar, or because they are from out of town. 



The Wi-Fi connection is HORRIBLE in the courthouse!

Wi-Fi network: SLO-GUEST (all caps)

Password: whyR1ess (wireless)



Minor’s 
Counsel 
Billing

Remember: MC’s DO NOT pay filing 
fees with the court. 

Danielle Hernandez: SLO Court Fiscal: 
danielle.hernandez@slo.courts.ca.gov



History of 
Minor’s Counsel 
Billing – Court 
Pay 
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Going forward, each bench officer will 
more thoroughly consider the parties’ 
ability to pay for MC if they request 
appointment of one as well as review bills 
submitted by MC.

Fiscal years



NO Requirement to provide Court Reporters to all 
parties at DV hearings

• Per CRC rule 2.956
• Jameson v. Desta (2018) 5 Cal.5th 594
• California Government Code section 68086
• Unless a party has qualified for a fee waiver AND they have 

requested a court reporter 7 days in advance. (That is not possible
if they have been served 5 days in advance. So, each bench officer 
will exercise discretion. Get them in ASAP.)



What is the procedure for getting a Family Law bench 
warrant recalled and party on calendar?

1. Party surrenders him/herself at Sheriff’s Civil 
window. 

2. Sheriff will put party on calendar in appropriate 
court room right then and there.

3. Case information will reflect a “Surrender on 
Warrant” court appearance. No outstanding warrant.



Q & A:
Judge Guerrero 
moderating

PLEASE NO CASE-SPECIFIC 
QUESTIONS.



Thank you for being here today! 

Now go forth and be awesome.


